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say: "I do this, whatever its effects, because I cannot
help doing it."

In the last analysis every act of critical judgment,
like every other act in life, like life itself, rests on a
decision, a wager which is irrevocable and in a sense
absurd. But unless we have the courage and faith to
take such decisions with full recognition of their arbi-
trary and conditional character, nothing can save us,
individually or collectively, now or at any other time,
from a dictatorship which we shall regret. Dictator-
ship has been defined as a state where everything that is
not obligatory is forbidden, and in that sense man has
always lived under a dictatorship and always will Our
only choice lies between an external and false necessity
passively accepted and an internal necessity consciously
decided, but that is the difference between slavery and
freedom.
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